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This book investigates the astonishing claim that blind persons, including those blind from birth, can

actually "see" during near-death or out-of-body episodes. The authors present their findings in

scrupulous detail, investigating case histories of blind persons who have actually reported visual

experiences under these conditions.There is fascinating evidence that the blind do "see" in these

moments, but it is not sight as we think of it. Ring and Cooper suggest a kind of "transcendental

awareness" they refer to as Mindsight. It involves seeing in detail, sometimes from all angles at

once, with everything in focus, and a sense of "knowing" the subject, not just visually, but with

multisensory knowledge.Human beings may be more talented than we think, gifted with amazing

abilities of perception. This book is an opportunity to assess the evidence for yourself.
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In the current scientific framework the Near Death Experience is something of an anomaly. The

accounts are intriguing, but science is by nature a skeptical enterprise and so, too often, NDE's are

politely - and sometimes rudely - dismissed because they fail to accord with the prevailing

materialistic paradigm. For those interested in the phenomena, however, a credible study that treats

the NDE as worthy of serious scientific investigation is needed. For both the layperson and the

professional scientist MINDSIGHT, by Kenneth Ring and Sharon Cooper, is by far the best book to

start exploring this subject. Ring and Cooper's ambitious study involves NDE and Out of Body

Experiences in the blind. After all, if evidence could be confirmed that blind individuals, particularly if



they have been blind since birth, could see during a NDE the repercussions would be astounding.

Ring and Cooper approach this study with great sensitivity, rigor, and ultimately reach conclusions

that something more subtle, more profound may be involved than the experience of "physical sight"

during an NDE. All aspects of this book are well handled from the description of the study, the first

person accounts, and the scientific issues involved. But what I believe will the be the enduring

contribution of this book is way Ring and Cooper articulate, in a clear and lucid fashion, a

metaphysical framework that can account for such experiences. This includes grounded speculation

on the quantum nature of consciousness, particularly as it is congruent with Eastern metaphysical

traditions. Undoubtedly, many scientists will remain skeptical that such radical overhaul of our

worldview may be called for.
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